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 BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY 

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 865, 2016 
 

TO HONOR AND COMMEND 
 

JAMES KELEKOLIO 
 

FOR HIS EXCEPTIONAL ACT OF HEROISM 
 
 WHEREAS, on Thursday, May 26, 2016, Board of Water Supply (BWS) employee JAMES KELEKOLIO 
valiantly, and without regard for his own safety, rushed to the aid of a customer who was dangerously dangling from 
a moving vehicle that propelled through the BWS customer parking lot which was filled with cars and pedestrians; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the incident began when a customer stopped at the parking control arm at the entrance to the 
BWS customer lot and had attempted to reach the intercom button from her Jeep as she partially stepped out of the 
vehicle – keeping one foot on the brake pedal while the car was in “Drive” mode – and lost her balance as well as 
her foothold on the brake; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Jeep pushed forward and dragged the helpless customer with it as it broke through the 
parking control arm and entered the parking lot, where it narrowly missed hitting several employee cars parked in 
the lot, and headed towards a tree and a pole; and   
 

WHEREAS, MR. KELEKOLIO, upon observing the woman’s plight from across Lisbon Street, 
immediately took quick and decisive action and sprinted across the street and through the parking lot to catch up to 
the Jeep and helped the driver right before the Jeep hit the curb and a pole that brought the vehicle to a stop; and 
 

WHEREAS, thanks to JAMES KELEKOLIO’s speedy and heroic action that thwarted a more serious 
accident, the customer incurred only minor injuries, for which she was treated and released by paramedics; now, 
therefore 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED by the Members of the Board of Water Supply, City and County of Honolulu, that we 
do hereby honor and commend the outstanding bravery, courage, and exceptional heroism of MR.  JAMES 
KELEKOLIO, who selflessly risked his own life to prevent an accident that could have resulted in serious harm and 
injury to BWS customers and employees; and 
 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this Resolution be presented to JAMES KELEKOLIO. 
 
 
 
 

 
Adopted this 27th day of June 2016 

Board of Water Supply, Honolulu, Hawaii 
 
 

____________________________________ 
DUANE R. MIYASHIRO 

Resolution No. 865, 2016 Chair of the Board 
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